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EDITORS/NEWS DIRECTORS: Les Hohenstein can be reached at 774-4731 days or
evenings at 774-5097 if you have additional questions or would like to arrange a
photo.
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May 10, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
HOHENSTEIN FAMILY COMMITTED TO LIFELONG LEARNING
CHARLESTON -- The Les Hohenstein family of Shelbyville lives by the
motto "Never Stop Learning."
Les and his wife, Cathy, will receive a specialist and a master's degree in
education, respectively, at Eastern Illinois University's spring commencement
ceremony Saturday May 14. This makes the third degree for Les, who received
bachelor's and master's degrees in education from Eastern in 1969 and 1972,
respectively. It is Cathy's second degree from Eastern.
Saturday's commencement has become a family affair for the Hohensteins,
whose daughter, Heidi, a senior EIU speech communication major, has been
granted permission to walk across the stage with her parents. She still has 15
hours of coursework to complete before graduating.
On May 27, the Hohenstein'S son, Erik, will graduate from Shelbyville High
School. He plans to enroll at Lake Land College in Mattoon this fall.
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"Education has always been a priority. Instead of taking vacations to exotic
places, we have gone to school. While it has been stressful at times with both
Cathy and me working full-time and going to school, it has made our life more
complete. We also believe that education is a good investment," Les said.
The many hours Les has spent commuting back and forth from Shelbyville to
Eastern for classes has paid off. He recently was named superintendent of schools
at Chrisman and will begin his new job on July 1. He has been a principal and a
teacher in the Shelbyville school district for the last 25 years. Cathy, a s pecial
education teacher for Shelbyville schools, hopes to find a teaching position near
Chrisman.
The couple, in their mid-40s, agree that even though they have been looking
forward to graduation on Saturday, it doesn't mean they won't ever set foot back
in the classroom. "We both have a feeling we will not stop here with our educa
tion. We likely will be taking classes at age 80, " Cathy said.
They even are looking ahead toward their retirement and view it as yet
another opportunity to continue learning. "We want to do some travelling, but
want to research the countries before we visit them, " Cathy said.
Les, the first in his family to go to college, said he was influenced to enroll
at Eastern following a visit to the campus. "My high school biology teacher
brought our class to Eastern for information sessions on the biological clocks of
plants and animals. I was impressed with how personable the college professors
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were. Coming from a small school myself, I also liked the attractive campus. "
Cathy, who actually has earned 30 hours beyond a master's degree, said,
"There was always an understanding in my family that we would go to college. "
Besides taking classes and working full-time, Cathy has taught piano for
many years.
" While it has been a challenge juggling family, work and school responsibili
ties, it has brought our family closer together. We have a better understanding and
appreciation for each other," Cathy said.
Les added, "Obviously, Eastern means the world to us. We are especially
appreciative of the dedicated faculty who have made our experience even more
worthwhile."
Heidi, too, shares her parents commitment to learning. She is expected to
graduate from Eastern this summer following completion of an internship at Eagle
Creek Resort in Findlay. She transferred to Eastern two years ago from Lake Land
College and has financed much of her college education, often working two jobs
while taking a full course load. A legislative scholarship helped pay her way this
year. She hopes to obtain a job in television in the Chicago area.
Les summed it up: "God has blessed our family abundantly. "
-30-

